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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Applicant's amendment and response filed on October 19, 2004 has been fully 
considered. Claims 1, 3-6, 9-12, 15, 19-30 and 33 remain pending. 

2. It should be noted that the response filed on October 19, 2004 incorrectly identifies 
Application Serial No. 10/81 1,977 rather than 09/81 1,977. Additionally, it should be noted that 
the amendments to the claims do not comply with the requirements of 37 CFR 1.121(c) because 
the deleted text has not been shown by strike-through or within double brackets. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 

Applicant contends that, "according to Parthasarathy, both the HTML document and the 
required software are obtained from the same remote computer," whereas "claim 1 specifies that 
the content data and the required version of the required software component are received from 
different computers" (Applicant's remarks, page 14, first paragraph). 

However, the remote computer 44 in FIG. 2 of Parthasarathy is illustrative of a plurality 
of remote computers connected to computer network 38. Parthasarathy expressly discloses, "The 
control file is used to determine the location of the software components on one or more remote 
computers 44 to download to the local computer 36" (see column 9, lines 18-21). Furthermore, 
Parthasarathy notes that a remote computer 44 is also referred to as a "site" or "store," such as a 
World Wide Web site on the Internet (see column 7, lines 3-1 1)^ and discloses that software 
components may be obtained from "default Object Store locations 44" or from other sites 
pointed to by several different URLs (see column 14, lines 48-56). More than one server is 
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searched to find the software components (see, for example, column 14, lines 21-24 and column 
15, lines 39-47). So while the HTML document is obtained from "a remote computer 44" (see 
column 1 1, lines 21-25), the software components are obtained from "one or more remote 
computers 44" (see column 9, lines 18-21), and not necessarily from the same remote computer. 
Therefore, Parthasarathy teaches that the content data and the required version of the required 
software component are received from different computers. 

Specification 

4. The objection to the abstract of the disclosure is withdrawn in view of the amendments to 
the specification filed on October 19, 2004. 

Claim Objections 

5. Claim 15 (currently amended) is objected to because it recites, "The method of claim 14," 
while claim 14 has been canceled. Claim 30 (currently amended) is objected to because it lacks 
antecedent basis for "the source" in line 19. Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 
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7. Claims 1, 3-6, 9-12, 15, 19-30 and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by U.S. Pat. No. 6,347,398 to Parthasarathy et al. (art of record, "Parthasarathy"). 

With respect to claim 1 (currently amended), Parthasarathy discloses, in a computer that 
communicates with other computers over a network (see, for example, FIG. 2), a method for 
automatically updating software components at the computer (see, for example, the abstract), the 
method comprising the acts of: 

(a) receiving a data file from a first other computer associated with the network (see, for 
example, column 11, lines 21-25, which shows receiving an HTML data file from a first remote 
computer), wherein the data file includes: 

(i) content data (see, for example, column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that 
multimedia content is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see, for example, column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version 
information included in the file that references the software components required for the 
content data); 

(b) comparing the component information and the version information with software 
components installed at the computer and identifying a required version of a required software 
component that is not yet installed at the computer (see, for example, column 10, lines 15-25, 
which shows comparing the information with the software components installed on the local 
computer and identifying the required version); 
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(c) receiving an update table from the first other computer that specifies a second other 
computer associated with the network from which the required version of the required software 
component is to be received (see, for example, column 14, lines 25-40, which shows receiving a 
control file; column 16, lines 45-50 and column 17, lines 61-67, which shows that the control file 
includes an update table that specifies other locations for the software components; and column 
9, lines 18-21, which further shows one or more other remote computers, such as a second 
remote computer, from which the software components are to be received); 

(d) requesting and receiving the required version of the required software component 
from the second other computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-58, which shows 
downloading the required version of the required software component from the second remote 
computer); and 

(e) using the required version of the required software component to process the content 
data (see, for example, column 9, lines 22-32, which shows using the required software 
component for the multimedia content). 

With respect to claim 3 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed 
at the computer comprises the act of determining that no version of the required software 
component is installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
determining whether the software component is installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 4 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed 
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at the computer comprises the act of determining that a previous version of the required software 
component is installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
determining the previous version of the component installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 5 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the act of installing the 
updated component files (see, for example, column 9, lines 42-45, which shows installing the 
software components). 

With respect to claim 6 (currently amended), Parthasarathy further discloses the 
limitations wherein: 

(a) the data file is a web document (see, for example, column 1 1, lines 21-25, which 
shows that the data file is an HTML document, i.e. a web document); and 

(b) the required software component includes functionality associated with a feature of a 
web browser operating at the computer (see, for example, column 9, lines 22-32 and 55-62, 
which show that the software component provides functionality to a web browser). 

With respect to claim 9 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the acts of: 

(a) determining that a required version of another required software component is already 
installed at the computer (see, for example, column 17, lines 45-60, which shows determining the 
version of a file or component already installed on the local computer); and 

(b) processing the content data with the required version of said other required software 
component already installed at the computer without requesting or receiving the required version 
of said other software component from any other computer associated with the network (see, for 
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example, column 17, lines 45-60, which shows not downloading files or components already 
installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 10 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of requesting and receiving the required version of the required software component is 
conducted without requesting or receiving an updated copy of an entire software program that 
includes both the required version of the required software component and other required 
software components (see, for example, column 17, lines 45-60, which shows receiving the 
required version of the required software component without downloading the entire software 
program). 

With respect to claim 1 1 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the component information and the version information are encoded in the data file by a 
publisher of the data file (see, for example, column 11, lines 21-25, which shows that the 
component and version information is embedded or encoded in the HTML data file), the data file 
having been generated by the publisher using development software that includes functionality 
corresponding to the functionality of the required version of the required software component 
that is requested and received from said other computer (see, for example, column 9, lines 22-32 
and 55-62, which show that the software component provides functionality to a web browser; 
note that inherently, the data file and the included content must be generated in some fashion 
using development software with corresponding functionality). 

With respect to claim 12 (currently amended), Parthasarathy discloses, in a computer that 
communicates with other computers over a network (see, for example, FIG. 2), a method for 
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automatically updating software components of a processing program at the computer so that the 
updated software components can be used to process content data of a data file (see, for example, 
the abstract), the method comprising the acts of: 

(a) receiving a data file from a first other computer in the network (see, for example, 
column 1 1, lines 21-25, which shows receiving an HTML data file from a first remote 
computer); 

(b) opening the data file using the processing software (see, for example, column 1 1, 
lines 21-25, which shows opening the HTML data file using a browser), wherein the data file 
includes: 

(i) content data (see, for example, column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that 
multimedia content is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see, for example, column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version 
information included in the file that references the software components required for the 
content data); 

(c) comparing the component information and the version information with data 
identifying software components already installed at the client computer and versions of the 
installed software components (see, for example, column 10, lines 15-25, which shows 
comparing the information with the software components installed on the local computer and 
identifying the required version); 
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(d) based on the act of comparing, identifying a required version of a required software 
component that is not yet installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, 
which shows identifying the required version of the required software component not yet 
installed on the local computer); 

(e) requesting an update table from the first other computer associated with the network, 
wherein the update table specifies a second other computer associated with the network from 
which the required version of the required software component can be obtained (see, for 
example, column 14, lines 25-40, which shows requesting a control file; column 16, lines 45-50 
and column 17, lines 61-67, which shows that the control file includes an update table that 
specifies other locations for the software components; and column 9, lines 18-21, which further 
shows one or more other remote computers, such as a second remote computer, from which the 
software components can be obtained); 

(f) receiving the requested update table (see, for example, column 14, lines 25-40, which 
shows receiving the control file that includes the update table); 

(g) based on the update table, identifying said second other computer from which the 
required version of the required software component can be obtained (see, for example, column 
17, lines 45-60, which shows identifying the second remote computer from which the required 
components can be obtained); 

(h) requesting the required version of the required software component from said second 
other computer (see, for example, column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the 
required versions of the required software components); 
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(i) receiving the required version of the required software component from said second 
other computer (see, for example, column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the 
required versions of the required software components); and 

(j) installing the required version of the required software component, thereby updating 
the software components of the processing software such that the required version of the required 
software component can be used to process the content data (see, for example, column 9, lines 
42-45, which shows installing the software components). 

With respect to claim 15 (currently amended), Parthasarathy further discloses the 
limitation wherein the act of receiving the data file comprises the act of receiving a web 
document (see, for example, column 1 1, lines 21-25, which shows receiving an HTML 
document, i.e. a web document), wherein the processing program is a web browser and the 
required version of the required software component is associated with the web browser (see, for 
example, column 9, lines 55-62, which shows that the software component is associated with a 
web browser). 

With respect to claim 19 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the network is a global communications network (see, for example, column 6, lines 44-56 and 
column 1, lines 20-3 1, which show that the network is the Internet, a global communications 
network). 

With respect to claim 20 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed 
at the computer comprises the act of determining that no version of the required software 
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component is yet installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, which 
shows determining whether the software component is installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 21 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed 
at the computer comprises the act of determining that a previous version of the required software 
component has already been installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, 
which shows determining the previous version of the component installed on the local 
computer). 

With respect to claim 22 (currently amended), Parthasarathy discloses a computer 
program product for implementing, in a computer that communicates with other computers over 
a network (see, for example, FIG. 2), a method for automatically updating software components 
at the computer (see, for example, the abstract), the computer program product comprising a 
computer-readable medium carrying computer-executable instructions that, when executed, 
cause the computer to perform the method (see, for example, column 4, line 64 to column 5, line 
21), wherein the method comprises the acts of: 

(a) receiving a data file from a first other computer associated with the network (see, for 
example, column 1 1, lines 21-25, which shows receiving an HTML data file from a first remote 
computer), wherein the data file includes: 

(i) content data (see, for example, column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that 

multimedia content is included in the HTML data file); and 
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(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see, for example, column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version 
information included in the file that references the software components required for the 
content data); 

(b) comparing the component information and the version information with software 
components installed at the computer and identifying a required version of a required software 
component that is not yet installed at the computer (see, for example, column 10, lines 15-25, 
which shows comparing the information with the software components installed on the local 
computer and identifying the required version); 

(c) receiving an update table from the first other computer that specifies a second other 
computer associated with the network from which the required version of the required software 
component is to be received (see, for example, column 14, lines 25-40, which shows receiving a 
control file; column 16, lines 45-50 and column 17, lines 61-67, which shows that the control file 
includes an update table that specifies other locations for the software components; and column 
9, lines 18-21, which further shows one or more other remote computers, such as a second 
remote computer, from which the software components are to be received); 

(d) requesting and receiving the required version of the required software component 
from the second other computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-58, which shows 
downloading the required version of the required software component from the second remote 
computer); and 



Application/Control Number: 09/81 1,977 Page 13 

Art Unit: 2192 

(e) using the required version of the required software component to process the content 
data (see, for example, column 9, lines 22-32, which shows using the required software 
component for the multimedia content). 

With respect to claim 23 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed 
at the computer comprises the act of determining that no version of the required software 
component is installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
determining whether the software component is installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 24 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the act of identifying a required version of a required software component that is not yet installed 
at the computer comprises the act of determining that a previous version of the required software 
component is installed at the computer (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-48, which shows 
determining the previous version of the component installed on the local computer). 

With respect to claim 25 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the required version of the required component is associated with browser software that operates 
at the computer and processes the content data (see, for example, column 9, lines 55-62, which 
shows that the software component is associated with a web browser and processes the 
multimedia content). 

With respect to claim 26 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the method further comprises the act of installing the required version of the required software 
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component after the required version of the required software component is received at the 
computer (see, for example, column 9, lines 33-45, which shows downloading and subsequently 
installing the software components). 

With respect to claim 27 (currently amended), Parthasarathy discloses a system of 
networked computers that is capable of automatically updating software components of a 
processing program of a computer included in the system so that the updated software 
components can be used to process content data of a data file (see, for example, abstract), the 
system comprising: 

(a) a computer, wherein the computer includes a memory module which stores software 
components of the processing program that are used to process the data file (see, for example, 
column 6, lines 44-56, which shows a local computer having a memory module that stores a 
processing program used to process the data file, and column 9, lines 55-62, which shows the 
software components of the processing program); 

(b) a plurality of servers with memory modules that store updated software components 
(see, for example, column 15, lines 39-47, which shows a plurality of software servers), wherein 
one of the plurality 6f servers is a software server with a memory module that stores a table of 
available updated software components related to the processing program and the network 
locations from which the updated software components can be obtained (see, for example, 
column 16, lines 45-50, which shows a control file stored on the software server having a table 
of network locations from which updated software components can be obtained), wherein the 
computer uses a communication module to interface with the plurality of servers (see, for 
example, column 6, lines 56-65, which shows a network interface); 
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(c) a communication network that connects the computer with the plurality of servers 
(see, for example, column 6, lines 44-56, which shows a communication network); and 

(d) processing means at the computer (see, for example, column 4, line 64 to column 5, 
line 13) for: 

(i) comparing component information and version information of a data file 
specifying required software components and required versions thereof that are to be used 
to process content data included in the data file with software components installed at the 
computer and identifying a required version of a required software component that is not 
yet installed at the computer (see, for example, column 10, lines 4-25, which shows 
comparing component and version information in the data file with the software 
components installed on the local computer and identifying the required version of the 
required software component not yet installed); and 

(ii) automatically obtaining the required version of the required software 
component from a network location specified in said table (see, for example, column 17, 
lines 45-60, which shows downloading the required versions of the required software 
components based on the table in the control file), wherein the network location is a 
computer other than the software server (see, for example, column 9, lines 18-21, which 
shows that the software components are located on one or more remote computers 
determined by the control file). 

With respect to claim 28 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the processing means for automatically obtaining the required version of the required software 
component comprise processing means for: 
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(a) creating a list of the required version of the required software component and any 
other required versions of other required software components (see, for example, column 16, line 
53 to column 17, line 36, which shows a list of the required versions of required software 
components); 

(b) obtaining the table of available updated software components (see, for example, 
column 14, lines 25-40 and column 16, lines 45-50, which show obtaining a control file having a 
table of software components); 

(c) requesting the required version of the required software component from the network 
location specified in said table (see, for example, column 17, lines 45-60, which shows 
downloading the required versions of the required software components); 

(d) receiving the required version of the required software component (see, for example, 
column 17, lines 45-60, which shows downloading the required versions of the required software 
components); and 

(e) installing the required version of the required software component such that the 
processing program can use the required version of the required software component to process 
the content data of the data file (see, for example, column 9, lines 42-45, which shows installing 
the software components). 

With respect to claim 29 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the network locations from which the updated software components can be obtained are 
associated with addresses of the plurality of servers (see, for example, column 15, lines 39-47, 
which shows the plurality of servers from which the updated software components can be 
obtained). 
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With respect to claim 30 (currently amended), Parthasarathy discloses a system for 
automatically updating software components of a processing program of a computer system so 
that the updated software components can be used to process content data of a data file (see, for 
example, the abstract), the system comprising: 

(a) means for receiving a data file from a first other computer in the network (see, for 
example, column 1 1, lines 21-25, which shows receiving an HTML data file from a first remote 
computer); 

(b) means for opening the data file (see, for example, column 11, lines 21-25, which 
shows opening the HTML data file), wherein the data file includes: 

(i) content data (see, for example, column 3, lines 31-37, which shows that 
multimedia content is included in the HTML data file); and 

(ii) component information and version information specifying required software 
components and required versions thereof that are to be used to process the content data 
(see, for example, column 10, lines 4-14, which shows component and version 
information included in the file that references the software components required for the 
content data); 

(c) means for reading the component information and the version information (see, for 
example, column 10, lines 15-25, which shows reading the component and version information); 

(d) means for logically comparing the component information and the version 
information with the software components already installed at the computer to determine 
whether any required version of any required software component is not yet installed at the 
computer (see, for example, column 10, lines 15-25, which shows comparing the information 
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with the software components installed on the local computer and identifying the required 
version); 

(e) means for requesting from a second computer associated with the network said any 
required version of said any required software component that is not yet installed at the computer 
(see, for example, column 13, lines 42-58, which shows downloading the required version of the 
required software component from a remote computer, and column 9, lines 18-21, which further 
shows one or more other remote computers, such as a second remote computer, from which the 
software components are downloaded); 

(f) means for receiving said any required version of said any required software 
components sent by the source (see, for example, column 13, lines 42-58, which shows 
downloading the required version of the required software component from the second remote 
computer); and 

(g) means for installing said any required version of said any required software 
component such that the computer can use updated versions of the required software components 
to process the content data (see, for example, column 9, lines 42-45, which shows installing the 
software components). 

With respect to claim 33 (original), Parthasarathy further discloses the limitation wherein 
the means for logically comparing is capable of comparing the component information and the 
version information with data identifying software components already installed at the client 
computer and versions of the installed software components (see, for example, column 13, lines 
42-48, which shows comparing the information with the versions of the component installed on 
the local computer). 
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Conclusion 

8. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL, See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1. 136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action, 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Michael J. Yigdall whose telephone number is (571) 272-3707. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday from 7:30am to 4:00pm, 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tuan Q. Dam can be reached on (571) 272-3695. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Art Unit: 2192 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



My 



Michael J. Yigdall 

Examiner 
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